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A. 
What Is The Gift of Exhortation?

1. It is the motivation or power the Spirit gives us to urge folk to do better.


2. The exhorter urges the believer to stay on track or to get back on track.

3. The exhorter wants believers to become mature in Christ.

4. Who has exhorted you? Who have you exhorted?
B.
Jesus: A Portrait of Exhortation

1. Jesus did not belittle the adulterer but exhorted her to do better (John 8:10-11).


2. God does not condemn us (1 John 1:9, 1 Corinthians 11:31-32).

3. God will correct us because he loves us (Hebrews 12:5-11).

4. It is a blessing to corrected by God (Psalm 94:12, Proverbs 3:11-12).
C.
Characteristics of Exhorters

1. Exhorters desire to see others mature or grow in their faith (Colossians 1:28-29).

    a. Notice Paul says we warn through preaching and teaching.

    b. The preaching and teaching may not be public but may be one-on-one.


2.  Exhorters desire to see others discover and grow in their spiritual potential.

    a. After the preaching the disciples continued with exhortation (Acts 14:21-23)


3. Exhorters are concerned about the spiritual welfare of others.

    a. Paul wanted to see how the believers were doing (Acts 15:35-36).

4. Exhorters use the word of God to point folk to Jesus Christ.

   a. We are to exhort using God’s word (1 Corinthians 1:17-18; 2:4).

   b. It is okay to exhort folk to Godly sorrow (2 Corinthians 7:8-11).

   c. We are to exhort folk to stand in the grace of God (1 Peter 5:6-9, 12).

5. Exhorters can give detailed instruction how a person can grow in Christ.

   a. We ought to be able to tell people the gospel (1 Corinthians 15:1-4).


   b. We ought to be able to tell folk clearly the need for salvation:


   (1) We are all sinners (Romans 3:10); we all have sinned (Romans 3:23); but God 

   loves us (Romans 5:8); the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23); but we can be 
   
   saved (Romans 10:9-10)


  (2) We ought to be able to clearly tell folk to trust God, to wait on God, and why:


        - because of the word of God and because of our experiences with God


6. Exhorters know and can tell the folk value and benefit of suffering


    a. Exhorters know suffering can produce patience (Romans 5:1, James 1:2-3)


    b. Sufferings now bring greater weight in glory (2 Corinthians 4:16-17)


    c. Sufferings give us opportunity to trust God for Grace (2 Corinthians 12:9-10).

7. Exhorters apply and use God’s word.

   a. Prophets tell the truth, teachers teach the truth, and exhorters use the truth.

               b. Exhorters want to use God’s word and apply to their lives and others.


8. Exhorters want to see how people are growing in their faith.


   a. Paul was encouraged to hear believers walked in faith (Ephesians 1:15-16)


   b. John was encouraged when he heard the church walked in truth (III John 3-4).

Exhorters must care about folk (1 Thessalonians 2:7-13)

We need to exhort one another daily (Hebrew 3:12-13)
We have been to exhort one another (Hebrews 10:22-25).
