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The Gift of Ministering (Service)

A.
What Is The Gift of Service or Ministering?


1. It is motivation the Spirit of God gives us that make us want to help.


2. The gift of service motivates us to want get involved in and enjoy helping.

B.
Characteristics of the Gift of Serving



1. A servant is alert to needs of others and seeks to meet them

     
    a. The servants satisfaction comes from seeing needs met.



    b. Servants take great pleasure in brining pleasure and joy to others.



    c. Servants have a caring desire.



    d. Paul said Timothy was naturally caring servant (Philippians 2:19-21)



    e. Epaphroditus cared about service more than life (Philippians 2:25-30)


    d. A servant responds quickly and with diligence (2 Timothy 4:9)


2. A servant takes joy in freeing others to minister



    a. A servant enjoys taking on tasks so others can do other tasks



    b. A servant is generous with time and energy in serving others


    c. Paul gave Timothy tasks to assist him (2 Timothy 4:10-13)


3. A servant can ignore his needs and over extend his energy and strength



    a. Do not neglect your own while caring for others (Galatians 6:9-10)



    b. We must betake care of our health (1 Timothy 5:21-23)


4. Servants need our support and appreciation.


    a. Servants should be counted worthy of honor (1 Timothy 5:17-18)



    b. Servants should be supported (1 Corinthians 9:11, 14)



5. Persons with the gift of service desire to serve with others.



    a. Barnabas engaged Paul in service (Acts 9:26-27).



    b. Later Paul wanted Barnabas with him (Acts 15:36)



    c. Paul wanted to help the possessed damsel (Acts 16:16-18).



6. Persons with the gift of service want to get things done.


    a. Paul did not want to take Mark to serve (Acts 15:36-39)


    b. Persons with the gift of service break rules to do things (John 8:4-7)



7. Persons with the gift of service work well on short-term projects.



8. Persons with the gift of service may feel inadequate.



    a. Paul told Timothy he was qualified for service (1 Timothy 1:18)



    b. Paul warned Timothy to not forget his gift (1 Timothy 4:14)


C.
Five Things To Guard Against



1. Guard against becoming discouraged.


2. Guard against doing too much or over busy.



3. Guard against over-helping and not allowing God to work



4. Be attentive to own personal spiritual growth and own personal needs.



5. Guard against being sidetracked


Conclusion



1. A good servant is alert to the needs of others, hospitable to others, joyful, 


generous, flexible, available and diligent in seeing things to completion!



2. What service do you consider beneath you – working in the nursery, 


waiting in line while guests or seniors are fed first?


3. Jesus was the greatest servant and our model to follow (John 13:14-17)
